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Two narrative modes: "Revolution" and "Revival Ghost" 
 II
Abstract 
Revolutionary Literature has always remained a hot issue in the modern literary 
study. However, with the coming of Reform and Opening-Up period, those literary 
works by Zhang Ai-ling, Shen Cong-wen, Zhou Zuoren have also received adequate 
research. As for these two types of literary works, a comparative study of their 
common narrative mode has been rarely touched upon. It is the purpose of this paper 
to take this challenge. Meanwhile, through the process of sorting out different 
narrative modes in literature, this paper also examines how these modes have 
influenced the thinking patterns in writing of the history of literature so as to reveal 
their advantages and disadvantages from a personal perspective, which thus will 
contribute to a better understanding on the writing of history of Literature. 
The paper consists of three parts: 
The first chapter is devoted to the analysis of those representative novels by Ding 
Ling, Jiang Guangci and Zhao Shuli as well as these writers’ life so as to summarize 
the narrative tradition of Revolutionary Literature in Modern Chinese Literature and 
reveal its weakness after its formation. 
The second chapter attempts to summarize the liberal narrative tradition through 
the analysis of those literary works by Zhou Zuoren, Zhang Ai-ling and Shen 
Congwen. The underlying idea that promoted the liberal literature will trigger a 
reflection over the revolution as well. 
After the overview in the first two chapters, Chapter Three will focus on the analysis 
of the impact of these two narrative modes on the writing of the history of Literature. The 
paper will also trace their influences of the revolutionary literature and liberal literature on 
the writing of History of Modern Chinese Literature. Those writings on history of 
literature by Xia Zhiqing and Sima Feng will be taken as case studies to make a 
comparison between two narrative modes and thinking patterns in Chinese mainland and 
in the oversea areas. The comparison shows that these two modes of narration are 
complementary rather can contradictory. They both have their disadvantage. 
Then, the paper proceeds to section to demonstrate Hayek's distinction between 
the concept of Rationalism and Berlin's view on the two concepts of freedom: 
"positive freedom" and "negative freedom". These will help to reveal that it is the 
difference in rationalism that results in the differences of the thinking patterns that 
underling the writing of history of literature. The development of these two types of 
rationalism will eventually lead to positive freedom and negative freedom 
respectively. Positive freedom could bring slavery; whereas negative may bring 
emancipation to people. 
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